L

CNBC

5 resorts where you can vacation with exotic
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The Safari Collection

Giraffe Manor in Kenya.

As an animal lover, I've been all over the world to have cool, up-close
experiences with the animal kingdom.

I've been on African safaris in Botswana, Kenya, South Africa and
Zimbabwe to see the "big five" (lion, leopard, rhinoceros, elephant and
buffalo). I've cruised down the Amazon in Peru to see colorful frogs, Pink

River dolphin and piranhas. I've even snorkeled with whale sharks off the
coast of Cancun, Mexico.

And there are places you can stay around the world where wild animals
are right there with you at the hotel.



Here are five resorts that are special for having animals right on

property.

Watch elephants stroll through a safari
lodge in Zambia

In the safari region in South Luangwa in Zambia, there are a lot of
game, like giraffe, hippos, buffalo and crocodiles, many of which you'll
see in a safari jeep on a game drive. But at Mfuwe Lodge, you can see
these animals right on property, as it is located on the banks of two

lagoons from which they drink.

From October to December, guests get a special treat: Families of wild
elephants walk through the lodge's triple-height, vaulted lobby and
reception areq, lured by a wild mango tree on the lodge grounds (to get
to the fruit, the elephants must go through the lobby).
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"When the wild mango fruit is in full season, the elephants come several
times a day," Andy Hogg, founder of The Bushcamp Company, a safari
operator, tells CNBC Make It. "There's usually an early morning visit,
presumably to get anything that has fallen overnight. Then throughout
the day, other single elephants, or sometimes groups, will stop by to see

if there's anything new to snack on.”

The elephants have been coming since the 1990s, according to Hogg.
You can't touch them or use flash photography but you can stay at a

safe distance to watch, usually behind the reception desk.

Get wolf kisses at a farmhouse in Norway

Most people go to Norway to catch the Northern Lights or to take a
cruise through the breathtaking fjords. Many people also go for the
wolves.

In Polar Park, a park within a forest near the town of Narvik where
people go to see the Northern Lights, local wolves are born and bred in
large enclosures and socialized. When you visit, the domesticated
wolves will be brought out with a guide and trainer (a wolf whisperer, so

to speak) for guests to pet. They'll even "kiss" you by licking your face.
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Book a stay at Wolf Lodge, which is a contemporary farmhouse with
floor-to-ceiling windows set within the sprawling wolf enclosure within
the park. Wolves surround the lodge, so you can sit inside by the
fireplace and watch them. If the guide is around, he will allow a wolf

inside to greet you.






